27. Sacred Teerthas on
Sri Venkatachala

Teerthas are places of water sources considered holy.
There are thousands of sacred teerthas on the holy hill Venkata"
chala and its surroundings. Of all thess Pushkarini, Akasa, Ganga
Papavinasana, Pandu, Kumaradhara, Thumbu and Krhim are
the most sacred.

On the full moon day in the month of Kumbha all the
teerthas congregate in Kumaradhara. A dip in this teenha on
that day confers great merit.

Feeding or giving alms to the deserving poor on certain
days at the teerthas is meritorious. When the Sun is in the
constellation of Pisces, all teerthas assemble at Thumbu teertha
in the noon. One who bathes there at that time will have no
re-birth.

On a full moon day a dip in Akasa Ganga is highly
beneficial. On the twelth day in the bright fort night of Dhanur
masa (December-January) all teerthas meet [in Swami Push-
karini waters. A bath in that teertha that day enables o-ne to
get liberation.

Those  who listen to  the stories of Sri Hari always,
become great devotees. Those who cannot listen always may
li&ten as long as possible. Those who listen with devotion and
attention get greater merit. In the Kali age listening to Puranas
and reciting the names of Vishnu are the best paths leading to
salvation.

One who knows Puranas has to be respected irrespective
of his age or status. Seated on a Vyasasana, the Puranic's seat,
the expounder of Puranas should preach the Puranas. The place
for preaching Puranas should be a suitable one, preferably a